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Thursday 11 August 2022

Term 3, Week 3, Thursday 11 August 2022
Important Dates to Remember
26.08.2022 - Daffodil Day
14.09.2022 - Te Hiku Film festival
16.09.2022 - Teacher Only Day
20.09.2022 - Eastern Zone Cross Country
23.09.2022 - Far North Cross Country
26.09.2022 - School Pet Day
Kia Ora e te whānau
Welcome back to Touaka, Kodin and Kellin Robinson and also welcome to Milah Robinson who
has joined Kowhai class.
Friday afternoon Sports
This term we will be having sports activities on Friday afternoons. We will alternate between
house sports and whole school cross country practise. Our first cross country practise ‘up the hill’
will be this Friday, it would be a good idea for children to bring a change of clothes for this activity
as it might be quite muddy.
It was great to be able to get outside and onto the bottom field last Friday for house sports,
children enjoyed a range of games working with others in their house groups.
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Covid Update
Unfortunately we have more cases of Covid 19 being identified within our school. We also have
cases of people testing positive for a second time. If someone in your household tests positive all
household contacts must isolate for 7 days unless they have had Covid 19 in the past 90 days. If it
is more than 90 days when they last had Covid this isolation period needs to be enforced.
We have had quite a few children with cold/flu symptoms. We are asking that if your child has any
symptoms please test them, so that we can keep everyone as safe as possible. We have RAT kits
available at school, please let the office know if you would like some sent home or dropped off to
you.
Head Lice
We have had some cases of headlice in school. Please check your childs hair and treat if
necessary. We do have ‘nit treatment’ available at school. A reminder that students with hair that is
longer than shoulder length are required to have their hair tied up.
Teacher Only Day
We will be having a Teacher Only Day at school on Friday September 16th. School will be closed
for students on this day. Teachers will be working on an overview for term four, so that detailed
planning specific to year groups can be completed in the term break. Teachers will also be meeting
.
with the newly appointed School Board, which will have taken office with some new members.
Board Elections
Voting forms for the upcoming board election have been posted this week. You should receive this
in the mail shortly. Please read the enclosed nominee profiles and vote for the people you feel will
be best to support our school as part of the board. Put the completed form in the return envelope
and return it to school, these may be hand delivered. Voting forms - must be returned by 7th
September at 4.00pm.
Rugby League
On Monday this week our year 4 - 8 students had rugby league skills sessions with Henry from
Northland Rugby League. Our students really enjoyed these sessions,we are looking forward to
getting a school Rugby league team together.

3 Way Interviews
Thank You to all the whanau who came along to our three way interviews last week. If you were
unable to meet with your childs teacher on the days which were offered and would still like to catch
up please email your childs teacher to arrange a time.
Pet Day
Our school Pet Day will be held on Tuesday 27th September, we will be having lambs and calves
along with a variety of other pets this year. So get to work on training your pets, more information
will be sent later, as well as a form to let us know what you will be bringing.
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Mobile Ear Clinic
A Notice will come out to all students next week regarding an ‘opt out’ for the mobile Ear Clinic. The
mobile ear clinic will be visiting school in and around Northland. The aim of this project is to engage
with whanau/schools regarding any concerns they have with their childs/students ear health. The
ear clinic is available for children aged 3+ so whanau can bring in pre schoolers if they have
concerns. The ‘opt off’ form being sent home is for whanau to complete if you do not want your child
seen by the mobile ear clinic.
Sand Dune Planting - By Levi Gruebner
Kia ora koutou
Rōpū Ngaio are stabilising the sand dunes at Taupo Bay. We will be doing this project on
Wednesday the 17th of August. We are going to have three or four people in a group. One person
will be digging the hole with a shovel, one person will be planting the plant into the hole and one
person will put the fertiliser in the hole.
Spinifex - Spinifex should be placed 5 cm above the potting mix . Spinifex are used to help the sand
dunes get stabilized. Spinifex likes to be planted 50 to 60 cm away from each other in a colony of
seven plants. Spinifex likes to be planted on the foredune (The foredune is the top of the dune). The
reason why you don't plant the spinifex on the seaward of the dune is because they would get
destroyed in the wind (The seaward side of the sand dune is the side that the sea faces towards and
the wind blows up the seaward side of the sand dune). If you don’t plant the spinifex in dense
groups it won't last very long because they will get washed or blown away (dense means closely
compacted).
Pīngao - Pīngao are planted in groups of 10 to 20 seedlings with 50 cm space. However best
results show that they do best when planted in odd numbered groups. Our pīngao seedlings are
grown in containers in Taipa until they are ready to be planted into the sand dunes.

