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Term 4, Week 1, Thursday 15 October 2020
Important Dates to Remember
20.10.2020 - Chrome book information evening for year 4 2021 parents
26.10.2020 - Labour Day, no school
29.10.2020 - Senior Athletics
06.11.2020 - Eastern Zone Athletics
06.11.2020 - Junior School Athletics
22.11.2020 - 27.11.2020 - Year 8 Great Barrier
25.11.2020 - 27.11.2020 - Year 4 - 8 Camp Taupo Bay
25.11.2020 - 27.11.2020 - Junior activities
03.12.2020 - Market Night
11.12.2020 - End of year Prize giving
14.12.2020 - Year 8 Graduation Dinner
Kia Ora Everyone!
Welcome back to term four. It is fantastic to be back at school after my term off on
sabbatical. It was a great opportunity for me to look into the transition of our year 7/8
students to secondary school and how we can ensure we provide support with this
transition.
I would like to thank the Board of trustees for supporting my sabbatical, and also the
wonderful staff at Oruaiti School who kept things ‘humming along’ during my absence.
Special Thanks to Kaiya Lafotanoa who took on the role of acting Principal and did an
amazing job! I am feeling refreshed and ready to tackle term four!
Welcome to new students who have joined us this term: Ember Adams, Dali Hunt, Koani
Renata, Taylor Messenger, Evan Broughton, Millie Lloyd-Dangen, Ashton Taylor and
Remi Sawers. These students have all joined Kowhai class.
Pet Day
We finished off last term with our annual Pet Day. This was a great success despite some
changes having to be made due to the uncertainty of the Covid-19 level we would be in.

Camp
We will be going ahead with our school camp this term, which was postponed in term one
due to lockdown. Our Year 8 students will be travelling to Great Barrier Island to attend
the Hillary Outdoor Pursuits Centre from the 22nd - 27th November. The remaining senior
students (Years 4 - 7) will be attending a three day/two night camp at Taupo Bay from
Wednesday 25th - Friday 27th November. This camp will focus around beach activities
with a day of surfing planned with the O’Neill surf school on the Friday. The junior students
will be involved in trips and activities around our school. They will also join the senior
students for a beach day at Taupo Bay. More details of camp will be sent out at a later
date.
Any parents/caregivers wanting to stay overnight at Taupo Bay will need a current Police
Vet. If you have not done this please collect the forms from the school office in the next
week, any applications after this may not be cleared in time for camp.
Uniform
A reminder about our school uniform expectations for term four. Students are required to
wear black shorts, leggings or track pants, or skirts for girls. School polo shirts are to be
worn with school polar fleece or sports jackets on colder days. Students may wear a rain
jacket to and from school if it is raining. Footwear must be black shoes, sandals or jandals.
Students are required to wear the school bucket hats, which are either purchased from the
office (for new students) or provided by the school.If your child is unable to wear the
correct school uniform for any reason please provide a note explaining the reason.
Shake Out
As part of the National Earthquake drill and Tsunami Hikoi we participated in this drill this
morning. Shake out is held across the world to remind people of the right action to take
during an earthquake - Drop, cover, hold. And also to practise a Tsunami Hikoi
(evacuation)

Parking
Please do not park in the bus bay when dropping children off in the morning between 8.30
- 8.50 and also in the afternoon between 2.20 and 2.40. It makes it very dangerous for our
children if the buses are unable to park in these areas. We have also noticed that some
parents/caregivers are parking on the shoulder space of the road, directly opposite the
school during these times. We ask that you do not do this as our Taipa bus does a ‘U’ turn
when leaving the school, which is made difficult with cars parked in this area. It is also
very dangerous crossing children over the highway to get to cars.
Golf Day
Golf Day is approaching fast. Our Friends of the school are busy preparing for this fun
event. Please mark Friday 20th of November in your diary. This is our major school
fundraising event and money raised this year is to fund transport costs for education
outside of the classroom, and a new sound system for the hall.
It would be greatly appreciated if each family could help or contribute in some way. As
the saying goes, many hands make light work! There are several ways in which you can
be involved:
● Cash Donation
● Purchasing a hole for Sponsorship advertising.
● Donate items for us to Auction off on the day.
● Helping out on the day or the day before.
A notice with more details will be given out at the beginning of November.
ChromeBooks
For 2021 we will again be asking students who will be in year 4 to purchase their own
chrome books. This means that these children will, in the future, be able to take these
devices home giving them the opportunity to learn anywhere at any time.
Through the Manaiakalani 2020 Trust we are able to purchase devices at a very good
price, as the trust has a great buying power through the Noel Leeming group. The devices
come with a protective bag, a three-year warranty and insurance cover. They are also
delivered to school set up with everything the students need, they open them and are
ready to go. There are a variety of ways that payment can be made for the devices. They
may be bought outright or financed over one, two or three years. As yet we do not have
the final price details from the Manaiakalani Trust, once we have this information we will
hold an information evening for parents/caregivers. If you have any questions regarding
this please contact the school office.
Picture for the outside of Totara class painted by Lola
Hare as part of a project by the after school Art classes
with Mrs Ralph.
Breakfast Club
Now that we are back at Level One Breakfast Club has
started again. Students are able to come to the Hall every
morning to have breakfast at school. We have been very
lucky this week to have had scrambled eggs every
morning, as our school ducks are laying!
We have a few wonderful parents who come in to support
us with this. If there is anyone else who would be available
one morning a week for an hour please let us know.

