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Term 1, Week 7, Thursday 19th March 2020 

 
Important Dates to Remember 
20.03.2020 - Junior Tryathlon Years 1-3 
26.03.2020 - School Photos 
26.03.2020 - HPV Vaccination 
30.03.2020 - Junior School visit to Matthews Museum 

 
Welcome back to Lily and Pearl Lythgoe who have come back to Oruaiti School. Lily has                
joined Kauri class and Pearl has joined Rimu class. 
 
Bunnings 
Last week we had a visit from staff at Bunnings.          
These people worked with our students to build        
planter boxes and plant them with vegetables and        
herbs, they also planted lemon trees and made a         
seat for the orchard area. This was a fun day,          
despite the rain, we really appreciate the support        
from Bunnings. 
 
Beach Day 
On Friday last week our year six students had a beach day at Taipa. This was a chance to                   
use the skills they had learnt during the Top Energy Water Safety programme at school.               
The children had lots of fun. 
 
Eastern Zone Swimming 
We had 32 children represent our school at the Eastern Zone Swimming competition held              
in Taipa last Monday, from this competition the following students qualified for the Far              
North competition which was held in Kaitaia yesterday: Leah Carr, TK Hohaia, Georgie             
Lowe, Isla Bleakley, Kadee Butterworth, Hayley Foster, Taz Walden, Kaylee Brown, Isaac            
Bleakley, Cordell Grace, Sahara Vercammen, Levi Gruebner, Peter Robinson-Ryan, Riley          
Jury, Max Harley, Camryn Wyatt- Logan and Oliver Knapton. 
 
Bloomfields  
A big Thank You to Bloomfields Garden Centre who have provided           
indoor plants for all our classrooms. We are now having a competition            
to see which class can make their plants grow the biggest! 
 

Raft Race 
On Saturday we had two rafts compete in        
the Kiwi Can Raft race. This is an        
amazing annual event where students     
get to paddle a raft in the Whangaroa Harbour. A big Thank            
You to Graeme Brown who worked with the students to put           
the rafts together. The students who competed were all         
rewarded with a ‘goodie bag’ full of treats. One of the           
highlights is always jumping off the wharf when the race is           
finished. 

 
 



 
COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 
Oruaiti School is running as usual however we are monitoring the situation hour by hour               
and planning ahead. 
We are following the information provided by the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of               
Education and should anything change we will be in touch with our families again. 
We are reminding students to Keep Themselves Safe, practising good hygiene;           
handwashing, safe coughing and sneezing. 
Students are asked to stay home if they feel unwell. Below are some helpful links for you                 
to look at: 
COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS - How to protect yourself and others 
COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS - Children in self-isolation  
COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS -  How is COVID-19 spread? 
If you have any questions regarding how this is affecting our school and events              
please email the principal: principal@oruaiti.school.nz. Please see the letter below          
for more information. 
Kia ora 
You may have seen that the World Health Organisation has now declared COVID-19 to be               
a pandemic. As noted by the Minister of Health, this doesn’t change what New Zealand is                
doing to respond to coronavirus.  
The Ministry of Health has been working through its pandemic plan since January. You will               
also know the Government has already implemented a range of measures to minimise the              
impacts to New Zealand. This includes border restrictions, a requirement to self-isolate on             
arrival in New Zealand and immediate and detailed contact tracing of any confirmed             
cases. 
While confirmed cases are continuing to arise, the Ministry of Health says that with              
continued vigilance the chance of widespread community outbreak is expected to remain            
low in New Zealand. We all have a role to play in this. 
For our school, our pandemic plan is also ready to be implemented if needed. In the mean                 
time we will continue to focus on good hygiene practices. Hand washing and good cough               
etiquette are very important tools in preventing the spread of illness including colds, flu              
and COVID-19. 
With that, there is a good video clip from Nanogirl that will help your children to better                 
understand the virus - YouTube clip - Nanogirl  
You may have also seen the Prime Minister sat down with Dr Michelle Dickinson (aka               
Nanogirl) and the Prime Minister’s Chief Science Advisor, Juliet Gerrard, to talk about             
coronavirus: 

o Watch on the PM’s Facebook page 
o Read and watch on the Newshub website 

One other action we can all take is to be vigilant about our own health and the health of                   
our children. I will be encouraging my staff to stay away from school if they are showing                 
signs of illness such as coughs and colds. I ask that you please do the same with your                  
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children. Colds and flus are common in schools and by staying away, seeking medical              
attention and practicing good hygiene, we can all keep any spread of illness to a minimum. 
 
Ngā mihi 
Diane Bates 
 
School Website & School App. 
Our calendars on our website and app are all up to date with information about our events.                 
If notices have been given out a link is there to view, print and send back to school. This                   
is handy if your child is away when the notice is given out.  
Our app is the first point of communication if there are any changes at school,               
please make the effort to download it. 
Our website is:  www.oruaiti.school.nz,  
Our app is available by doing the following: 

 
Go to the App Store on your Apple or         
Android Device and search SchoolAppsNZ     
to download the App to your phone or        
tablet. Search Oruaiti School. From the top       
left hand corner you can subscribe to your        
child/children class to receive only their      
notices. Or you can choose all of them if         
you wish. If you are having any problems        
downloading please contact the school     
office. 
 

Camp Updates 
Due to the current situation with COVID 19 we have decided to postpone our school               
camps. We are hoping that we will still be able to have a day at the beach, but children will                    
not be staying over, either at Taupo Bay or school (for the juniors). This also includes the                 
year eight camp to Great Barrier, which we have asked to be re scheduled for the end of                  
the year. We will send out more details regarding the day trips at a later date. We are                  
hoping that we will be able to offer camps for all students in some form later in the year. 
 
Puriri Class Poems - Get NZ Writing Kit 
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