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Welcome to more new students Lyrik Gataua 
who has joined Kauri Class and Reidyn 
Thomas who has joined Rimu class. We have 
now had 22 new enrolments to start the year! 
 
Whanau Night 
We had a great night last Thursday at our 
Family Fun Night. It was a very relaxed night 
with games, swimming and food. Great to talk 
to and get to know lots of our new families. 
 
Signs 
The signs that 
the children 
were working 
on last year 
have been 
completed and 
are up on the 
front fence. 
Every child 
who was at school last year has contributed 
a picture to these letters. Hopefully it will 
make our school more visible to passing 
traffic.  
 
Camp 
A group of us 
visited the camp 
at Lonsdale Park 
last week. This is 
a great facility 
with lots of open 
spaces and bush 
areas. We are 
looking forward to the experiences that this 
camp will provide for our children. If you have 
not returned the initial camp notice could you 
please do so as soon as possible. We will be 
sending out a gear list next week, and more 
detailed form for help with transport and 
camp activities. 
 
Netball 
If your child is interested 
in playing Saturday 
morning Netball for 
Oruaiti School, please 
complete the form that 
was sent home yesterday 
or notify the school office. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Swimming Sports  
We will be holding our school swimming 
sports on Wednesday 20th February starting 
at 10.30a.m. Senior students will compete in 
50metre races for Freestyle, backstroke and 
breaststroke to determine which students will 
move on to the Eastern Zone competition. 
Junior children will be involved in lesson 
activities. There will be a relay at the end of 
the day for students staff and 
parents/caregivers. Our parent team was 
very competitive last year. I am sure they will 
be wanting to reclaim their title! 
 
Parents/Whanau at Oruaiti 
At Oruaiti School we have an ‘Open Door 
Policy’ which means that we value the input 
of parents and other whanau in our school. 
This will be through surveys, parent 
evenings, school trips and camps and parent 
interviews. We also love to have 
parents/whanau helping out with classroom 
programmes and sharing any ‘special skills’ 
you may have.  
Please appreciate the fact that before school 
and at the end of the day are very busy times 
for teachers, setting up for the start of the 
day, establishing routines and the timetable 
for the day and at the end of the day 
reminding children of any homework 
expectations, notices to go home and 
anything needed for the following day. For 
these reasons we ask that parents/whanau 
please stay outside classrooms at the start of 
the day and in the last 15 minutes before the 
end of the day. If you need to meet with your 
child’s teacher, please email them to arrange 
a suitable time. 
 
Teacher Only Day 
Reminder that there is no school for students 
next Thursday 21st February. All teachers are 
involved in a day working with other schools 
in the area who are part of the Manaiakalani 
professional development for this year. We 
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will be looking at data and also moderating 
the writing samples that students have 
completed this week. There will be no buses 
running on this day. We appreciate your 
support with this. 

 
Please keep the bus bays at the front of 
the school clear when you are picking up 
or dropping off your children. This is 
between 8.30am - 8.50am. in the morning 
and 2.20pm - 2.45pm in the afternoons. It 
is very difficult for the buses to turn 
around when cars are in the bus bay 
which can make things dangerous for our 
students. 
 

Litterless Lunches 
We are encouraging litterless lunchboxes at 
school this year. This means that we would 
like children to have the items in their lunch 
boxes in reusable containers or wrapped in 
paper of beeswax wraps. This is in an effort 
to reduce rubbish in our school and the 
environment. Children with litterless 
lunchboxes will go into a draw, one name will 
be pulled out each week for lunch at The Little 
Kitchen in Mangonui at the end of term. 
 
Tips for litterless lunch boxes 
Reusable food containers: savvy parents 
should ditch paper and plastic bags and pack 
kids lunches in reusable, eco-friendly 
containers such as food-grade stainless steel 
lunch containers that can be used throughout 
the school year. 
Refillable drink bottles: refillable stainless 
steel drink bottles encourage kids to enjoy 
tap water right throughout the day. Being 
BPA free, they are a safe substitute to plastic 
bottles which are a major contributor to 
landfill. 
Buy in bulk and save: cut back on packaging 
avoiding individually wrapped snacks such as 
yoghurt, dried fruit, chips and juices. Buy 
larger sizes and portion out into reusable 
containers, saving both resources and 
money. 
Shop and cook with kids: involve children in 
preparing meals for a fun family activity. Kids 
are more likely to enjoy eating their own 
creations and less likely to throw away food 
knowing the work that went into it. 
Buy fresh: eliminate quick fix pre-packaged 
lunches so that only compostable scraps like 
apple cores and banana peels remain after 
eating. Not only is it healthier for the whole 
family, it supports New Zealand farmers. 
 

 
 



  

 


