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PRINCIPAL’S KORERO 
There are so many wonderful things happening in 
our school at the moment. Last Friday morning I 
walked through the school and observed students 
making beeswax wraps, others sewing reusable 
cloth shopping bags, groups of students were 
making smoothies using some of the fruit we 
receive as part of the Fruit in Schools Programme. 
Another class was looking at the process of 
making Kawakawa balm, which they are now 
drying leaves for. Students were so engaged in 
the learning whilst having fun! It was really great 
to see. This is learning with a real purpose. Using 
mathematical skills for measuring, writing 
procedures to explain what they are doing to 
others, reading instruction for what they are 
doing and testing all their products and changing 
or modifying their designs. Children understand 
that learning does not only happen when they are 
sitting at desk with a book or pen and paper in 
front of them. It is wonderful to see the 
innovative ideas our teachers use to motivate and 
engage our students. 
Thank You to all those parents/caregivers who 
have returned the survey around creating a new 
school vision. There has been a great response to 
this so far. All the results will be collated, when 
we have an idea of what is most important to all 
in our community we will send out a draft vision 
for your feedback again, before a final decision is 
made. 
I have included the vision of the Te Hiku Kahui 
Ako, this is a group of schools in the Far North 
which we are part of. This group is currently 
meeting on a regular basis looking at ways to 
improve student achievement for our tamariki 
throughout their educational journey. Earlier in 
the year Principals met with local Iwi and other 
stakeholders in our community to work on this 
vision. We also consulted with staff and students. 
From these meetings the following vision has 
been constructed. 

ASPIRATIONS FOR WHANAU 
Tamariki and whānau are at the core of our mahi. 
Hauora is integral to learning.  We are committed 
to removing barriers to wellbeing and creating a 
safe and supportive environment that nurtures 
and encourages positive growth and change.  Te  
Hiku Kāhui Ako fosters and encourages authentic 
relationships where all voices are heard based 

 around inclusion and the shared aspirations of 
improving outcomes for our tamariki. We respect 
differences and diversity. Appropriate resources 
are available to cultivate, nurture and put into 
practice cultural values, therefore understanding 
the histories, traditions and languages of Te Hiku 
o Te Ika. We value the upholding of te ao Maori 
through te reo me ona tikanga and Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi. 
How we work together - We participate 
collaboratively in a meaningful way around our 
shared goals and outcomes. Education, Health 
and Social Services align their strategies to iwi 
strategies. All voices are heard and encouraged 
to partake during group inquiry gatherings across 
Te Hiku Kāhui Ako. Our intention is to front up to 
issues and we are honest in our dealings with all 
stakeholders. A genuine commitment is evident 
to removing barriers and forging partnerships 
connecting iwi, whānau and kura under a shared 
purpose. We respect differences, diversity and 
practices of cultural groups. 
Ako - We identify the value of all tamariki in 
supporting cultural heritage and personal 
identity for all. Quality teaching, high subject 
content knowledge, cultural competence and a 
well-managed learning space of passionate 
engagement and unique teaching practices is 
evident. All kaiako are confidently versed in the 
principles of ‘Te Aho Matua’. By 2030, all 
teachers will be fluent in te reo Māori. The 
learning environment encourages and supports 
extended exploration for learners to select 
multiple learning pathways from across Te Hiku. 
The local environment influences a basis, for 
curriculum development that supports and 
extends prior learning, local resources and 
planning. There is collaboration within and 
between sectors to ensure seamless transitions 
for tamariki and whanau.  We teach to the child 
not to the curriculum to ensure that each child is 
given the opportunity to share their prior 
learning, their local curriculum knowledge and 
experiences.  
Summary - Authentic relationships based around 
inclusion and shared aspirations will improve 
outcomes for our tamariki. Ultimately, the 
akonga is truly at the heart, and at the table, 
where all decisions affecting the learner are 
made.  
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SUPPORT STAFF DAY 
On Wednesday last week it was International 
Support Staff Day. On Thursday our wonderful 
support staff were treated to lunch at the 
Waterfront Café in Mangonui as a Thank You for 
everything they do to help teachers and students 
at our school. We really appreciate everything  
you do at our school, you really care about our 
students and often go ‘above and beyond’ what 
is expected. Thank You! 

PD WITH OTHER SCHOOLS 
All staff are currently involved in Professional 
Development looking at Relationship based 
Learning. Relationships-based Learning (RbL) 
offers a fresh and proven approach to help all 
those working in education to meet the 
challenges of raising achievement levels for 
groups of learners. Our staff are working with 
staff from Mangonui and Peria schools on this 
project with regular combined meetings. 

NETBALL 
The results from our school netball teams from 
last week: 
Year 5/6 v Panguru Pipi’s Score 5-10 Loss 
Year 7/8 v Kaitaia Crystals Score 16-15 Win 
Thanks again to our coaches and managers Glen 
Bradbury, Michelle Wyatt-Logan and Jim Oxton 
who are working with these teams holding 
weekly coaching sessions.  

 
CHANGE OF CLOTHES FOR FRIDAY ACTIVITIES. 

We would like students to bring a change of 
clothes to school with them each Friday. This is 
due to the fact that students will be involved in 
house sports on alternate Fridays and 
environmental activities on the other weeks. As 
students may get dirty during these activities we 
would like them to have comfortable clothes to 
change into to save their school uniforms. 

 
FREE CHILDREN’S MUSIC/DRUMMING 

Every Friday at 3pm this term at Oruaiti School.  
All Children welcome. 

THE TWO SMART KIWIS 
By Lauren Gregory-Hunt, Puriri Class 

Once upon a time in the dark of the woods two 
little kiwi that lived in a tiny little cottage inside a 
tree decided to go for a little stroll in the woods. 
Their names were Puff and Muff.  Puff was called 
Puff because he was really puffy and fluffy, and 
Muff was called Muff because she loved muffins. 
Muff was a bit of a scaredy kiwi, but Puff was not 
a scared of anything! Anything but the wolf. The 
wolf was a sneaky charming beast. The wolf had 
also tried to eat them many of times. Anyway, 
back to the story, so Puff and Muff went for a 
little stroll in the dark woods. When they got to 
the end of the woods they had a break and then 
went back again. But when they got back they 
realised that they had left the door open! “Why 
did you leave the door open muff?!” 
“I thought you were going to shut it though,” said 
Muff. 
“But you walk behind me all the time!” shouted 
Puff. 
 “Oh come …” But Muff didn't get to finish her 
sentence because she had realised the wolf was 
sneaking out of their little house. Luckily for her 
the wolf chased after Puff. ”Help!!!” screamed 
Puff. Then he heard a giant roar, and the wolf 
suddenly collapsed! “What did you do to him?” 
asked Puff. 
“I pecked him on the claw”’ said Muff very 
proudly.  
“On the claw?” asked Puff.  
“Yes, I did, and he seems to be knocked out!” said 
Muff proudly. And they lived happily ever after. 
As for the wolf, well he didn't mess with the two 
little kiwis ever again. And the two kiwis never 
had to worry about leaving the door open ever 
again. Or did they? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

25th May – Rescue Helicopter Mufti Day 

30th May – Year 1-4 Netball Kaitaia 

31st May – Year 5-6 Netball Kaitaia 

31st May – Year 5-6 Rippa Qualifier Taipa 

31st May – FOTS Meeting 

6th June – Kowhai & Rimu – Heaven & Earth Show 

7th June – Year 7-8 Netball Kaitaia 

 

 



  

 


