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PRINCIPAL’S KORERO 

Welcome to new student Jack Curel who has joined 
Kowhai room.  
It has been a very busy couple of week since our last 
newsletter. We held our school swimming sports last 
Monday which was lots of fun. All students 
participated with enthusiasm, it was great to see 
some of our less confident swimmers giving things a 
go. The highlight was definitely the relays at the end. 
This year we had a staff, support staff, parents and 
students race. Which was won by the parents, we 
have some very competitive parents! The staff might 
have to do some training before next year’s race! 
Thank you to all those parents/caregivers who 
attended goal setting interviews this week. This is a 
great opportunity for parents/caregivers, students 
and teachers to discuss plans for students, so we can 
all work together to ensure our students achieve to 
their full potential. 
 

SWIMMING SPORTS 
Well done to all students who participated in our 
school swimming sports. We had a team of 24 
students from year 4-8 who were selected to 
represent our school at the Eastern Zone competition 
in Taipa. All students who attended performed really 
well. From this competition the following students 
have qualified for the Far North Competition which 
will be held in Kaitaia on Wednesday 21st March. 
Tazman Walden, Hayley 
Foster, Stacey Tehei-
Kirkwood, Camryn Wyatt-
Logan, Riley Jury, Ariki 
Smith, Cora Urlich, Daisy 
Seabourne, Isaac Bleakley, 
Shaelyn Hohaia, Summer 
Vercammen and Matthew 
Leslie.  

NETBALL 
We will have a year 5/6 and a year 7/8 netball team 
competing in the Saturday morning competition in 
Kaitaia this year. This competition will start on  
Saturday 24th March. Thank You to Glen Bradbury and 
Julie Brown who will coach and manage the year 7/8 
team and Jim Oxton, Michelle Wyatt-Logan and 
Richalene Olliver who will coach and manage the year  
5/6 team. Practices will be held at school on 
Wednesday lunchtimes. 

 
YEAR 4 DICTIONARIES 

A big Thank You to Kerikeri Rotary who presented 
dictionaries to all year four students last Friday. This 
is something which is done every year for year four 
students and greatly appreciated.  

 

 
RAFT RACE 

Last Saturday the Kiwi Can Raft Race was held at 
Whangaroa. A big Thank You to Glen Bradbury and his 
team of builders 
from Coastal 
Homes who worked 
with a group of 
students to build a 
raft for the race. 
Our team of 
‘rafters’ were: Lexi 
Bradbury, Kyra Van 
Iperen, Arahi 
Lendich, Lara 
Newman and 
Camryn Wyatt-
Logan, who were 
supervised on the 
raft by Glen 
Bradbury (I think Glen also did most of the paddling!) 
It was a fun day, despite being very wet. Our students 
received a spot prize in the event.  
 

PLANTING WITH ROTARY 
Last Friday we had a group of parents and volunteers 
from Kerikeri Rotary working with students from Kauri 
class and year 6 students from Manuka, weeding and 
clearing areas around our school in preparation for 
planting projects. The areas were the orchard which 
will be planted in natives, the hill area behind the 
school which will be planted in Manuka and the 
wetlands where 
more natives 
will be planted. 
These planting 
projects will be 
ongoing with 
students 
working with 
Rotary every 
second Friday on 
these.  

 
 

PAID UNION MEETING 
A reminder that all teachers will be attending a paid 
union meeting on Tuesday 27th March in Taipa from 
1.30.  Our usual school buses will leave school at the 
start of lunch 12.30. We would like any students who 
are usually picked up from school to also be picked up 
at 12.30. If you are not able to pick your child up or 
will not be home for your child at the earlier bus time, 
please let the school know. We appreciate your 
support with this. 

 

Term 1, Week 7, Thursday 15th March 2018 



TEACHER ONLY DAY 
For the first time in over three years we will be having 
a Teacher Only Day during term time. On Thursday 
29th March all staff will be attending a Teacher Only 
Day with staff from Peria and Mangonui Schools. This 
day is a Professional Development Day around 
Relationship based learning which is a two-year 
contract we are involved in. We are asking that all 
students are kept home from school on this day, as 
there will be no staff onsite (buses will not be running) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
MESSAGE FOR SCHOOL WHANĀU 

You may be aware of the nationwide NZEI Te Riu Roa 
union meetings that are being held over the next two 
weeks for primary and area school principals and 
teachers. 
Staff from our school will be attending these meetings 
on Tuesday 27th March at 1.30 to discuss solutions 
vital to addressing the growing crisis in recruiting and 
retaining teachers. There has been a 40% drop in the 
number of people going into teacher training in just 
the past six years.  
Without bold interventions, we could see class sizes 
growing rapidly over the next few years. 
With teachers and principals throughout the country, 
NZEI members at our school will be discussing a 
number of initiatives to ensure quality teaching for 
every child and how to make teaching attractive and 
sustainable as a career. These include: 

• Reduced class sizes in year 4-8 (From 1 teacher to 
29 students down 1 to 25) 

• Funding for a special needs coordinator in every 
school, to meet the needs of every child and free 
up classroom teachers to teach 

• A significant pay jolt to encourage new people to 
enter the profession and stay in it. Along with 
reduced numbers entering teacher training, a 
large number of teachers leave the profession 
within five years of graduating.  

Children need teachers with enough time to teach so 
they can give each child the attention they deserve, 
and children need talented and inspiring people to be 
attracted to teaching. Children are missing out on 
some opportunities to learn because teachers are 
bogged down in administration or are struggling to 
get enough support for children with additional 
learning needs.  
Our children deserve the best education in the world, 
and New Zealand can afford to provide it. It’s just a 
matter of priorities.  
We value your support for this important issue. 
 

FOOD  
By Cruz Lawrence, Totara Room 

“Munch munch” One of the little red balls must have 
been sucked in by the cows. Throwing Tomatoes in the 
paddock is amazing!!! 
You see it all unfold when Grandma slipped some 
tomatoes on my plate, “Just for some extra flavour.” 
She spouted out.  
Everyone else was leering at me 
and my plate. 
Tomatoes??!!! Who likes those??  
The crimson abominations sat on 
my plate for most of the meal.  
Until that one moment...my 
grandma went to go make herself a cup of tea, I 
bolted for the paddock undiscovered. (kind of like a 
ninja) With the tomatoes I slung the tomatoes out of 
my hand into the vibrant patch of grass. 
“WOOHOO!!!” One of the tomatoes actually landed 
on the cow’s head! I sniggered and then cracked up 
laughing. 
Tomatoes none. Me one. 

 
CORN BEEF 

By Ariana Ryder, Totara Room 
“Slip-slop” I see a big meaty ball of fat getting served 
on to my possibly blue plate. The fatty ball of corn beef 
sitting there looking like its glowering up at me  
I hate corn beef They should just call it a ball of vomit 
because that’s what it’s going to be if they make me 
eat it!!! 
“I HATE CORN BEEF”  
I wish I had a dog, so he could eat it, but he probably 
wouldn't eat it because who would? 
The smell of the rancid corn beef sifts up into my nose 
making me gag. 
I never want to eat corn beef again!! 
When I put a slice of the corn beef into my mouth my 
taste buds instantly shrivel, and I spit it out straight 
away. The taste of the sweet golden syrup and pepper 
corns mixed with the taste of the bitter vinegar makes 
me GAG. 
 

BRUSSEL SPROUTS 
By Matthew Leslie 

What is this abomination on my plate.  It looks like 10 
people vomited on my plate and it turned solid. 
I would never touch one because it is disgusting and 
even more disgusting then vomit. 
Those disgusting round mini lettuce they just stare at 
me waiting to make me gag it’s like vomit in a small 
disgusting ball waiting for someone to eat it. 
My way to bypass this is to just wait and don’t eat 
them and then later I will be told that I can go put my 
plate in the sink. 
Brussel Sprouts none me one. 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 

 


