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Oruaiti School, R D 1, Mangonui 0494. 
Phone:  094060300   Fax: 094060586   Email:  principal@oruaiti.school.nz 

Principal:  Mrs Diane Bates 

PRINCIPAL’S KORERO 
We have had a few events happening this week:  Swimming Sports on 
Wednesday and School Photos on Thursday.  
At our Board of Trustees meeting on Monday last week Maurice Te Brake ten-
dered his resignation as Chairman.  We were saddened by this resignation but 
understand the reasons and fully support Maurice in his decision.  We thank 
Maurice for his contributions to The Oruaiti School Board of Trustees over the 
many years of his involvement.  
Joseph Leslie was elected as the new Chairman of the Board of Trustees.  
 
CAMP 
Planning is well underway for our School wide Camp at Taupo Bay on Thursday  
19th March and Friday 20th March.  We have been fortunate to secure a book-
ing with O’Neills surf School who will be providing a range of beach activities 
for our students at a heavily reduced price.  If your child has not yet returned  
their notice to confirm numbers and availability of tents please do this as soon 
as possible.  A permission letter detailing equipment needed and the cost of 
this camp will be sent home within the next week. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
2nd March—Meet the Teachers 5.00p.m 
3rd March - Friend of the school meeting 2.45pm in staffroom 
5th March—Eastern Zone swimming sports 
14th March—Kiwi Can raft Race 
16th march—B.O.T meeting 5.15 pm 
19th march - Over night camp at Taupo Bay  



 

VALUE FOCUS - CARING 
Caring is about helping. We need to care for ourselves, our property, our envi-
ronment and those around us. 
 
MEET THE TEACHERS  
We will be having a meet the teachers evening on Monday 2nd March from 
5.00p.m.  This is an informal opportunity for families to meet the staff of 
Oruaiti school.  The swimming pool will be open,  we will have sports gear 
available for games, also Whanau will have the opportunity to talk with facilita-
tors and ask questions about the introduction of Chrome books for use by all 
students in the year 7/8 class.  These facilitators are from Cognition who are 
providing professional development to teachers in the area of learning with 
digital technologies . There will be a sausage sizzle and drinks for sale, so come 
along and enjoy the time with the Oruaiti School community. 
 
 

 
SHADE SAILS 
Our shade sails went up over 
the junior playground last week 
and they look fantastic! 
Thank you to the Friends of the 
School and all those who helped 
with the fundraising to enable 
us to purchase these shade 
sails. 
 
 

 
 
SPEED BUMPS OUTSIDE SCHOOLS 
We have been asked to support a campaign to have speed bumps placed out-
side all schools in Tai Tokerau to help keep our children safe.  There is a peti-
tion available for signing in the school office.  Your support with this would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
 

 
KOWHAI 
Julia - Moving up reading levels 
Camryn - Moving up reading levels 
Selwyn - Trying hard with hand writing 
 
PURIRI 
Emma - Brilliant story writing 
Matthew - Improvement in confidence in swimming pool 
 
KAURI 
Tryneece - Work completion of a high standard 
Ella-Gene - Work completion of a high standard 
Ben - Great group work 
Fabian - Improvement in swimming 
 
SHOWCASE OF STUDENTS WORK 
 
Sailing on Valentine’s Day by Emma Pickard 
I stepped out of the car and sucked up a lung full of the sweet, salty, bitter air. The cool 
breeze stung my face and made me shiver.”Brrrr,” I quickly walked over to Averill, [the learn 
to sail helper] “Well we’re going to get two new sailors today,” Averill said to me.”Really, 
where do they come from,” I asked, it was really exciting when new people come to the sail-
ing club.”They come from America,” Answered Averill.”Ok then I’ll go in a plastic opti to-
day,” I said happily. I rushed over to an opti.  
Once I had my boat ready it was time to go sailing out of the estuary. I jumped into my boat 
before it drifted off without me, as the boat floated down the estuary I put my centreboard 
down and moved the tiller side to side. Finally I made it out of the estuary and started to 
head for the first mark. Made it past the first mark now I’m trying really hard to catch 
enough wind to make me power forward to the second mark. Suddenly a big gust came in 
and I took off.”Ok nearly there,” I whispered. My Dad revved past me.”You’re going the 
wrong way,” He yelled. My stomach dropped, I swallowed hard, and as I turned my head I 
saw everyone else going the right way.”Come on, all that hard work and now this. I go the 
wrong way,” I said furiously. I turned the boat around and the boom almost hit me in the 
head! “Got to pay more attention to that boom,” I puffed, I pulled the mainsheet {a rope 
that connects from the sail into your hand} as hard as I could having trouble catching up to 
the rest. I passed Finn. ”At least I’m not last but I’m pretty close,” I mumbled. 
After a few laps we practised capsizing, I climbed onto the front of the boat and held onto 
the mast and leaned back the boat started to tip, I jumped off. I went swimming for a while 
and then I hauled myself up on to the bottom of the boat and grabbed the centreboard and 
pulled! Finally my boat flipped back up the right way. I jumped back in the boat and started 
bailing {emptying the boat} as fast as I could. 
As soon as I was finished, I sailed back into the estuary and had a nice cool refreshing swim 

with my two new friends from America, Emma and Elizabeth. 


